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MANAGEMENT OF DOUBLE PARKING AND PARKING AT 
DROPPED KERBS

1. Summary

1.1 Kent County Council (KCC) adopted formal powers to enforce against ‘double 
parking’ and ‘parking at dropped kerbs’ under the Traffic Management Act 
2004. KCC’s Parking Manager was granted approval in March 2011 for each 
district to commence enforcement of dropped kerbs and double parking. This 
report seeks approval to commence the enforcement of the same within the 
Borough of Dartford.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 That the powers to enforce against ‘double parking’ and ‘parking at dropped 
kerbs’, with the exception of private driveways, be adopted by Dartford Borough 
Council.

2.2 That the public be advised of the newly adopted enforcement using various 
media.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1. The introduction of the Traffic Management Act 2004 gave Authorities 
powers to issue a penalty charge notice to any vehicle ‘double parked’ 
or ‘parked adjacent to a dropped kerb’. The current agency agreements 
between Kent County Council (KCC) and its district authorities require 
KCC to give written permission to each district prior to the district 
exercising these powers.

3.2. There are three parking ‘regulations’ the powers can be used for:

 A vehicle parked adjacent to a dropped kerb at a crossing point; 
dropped kerbs for community use which are sometimes 
identified by the use of tactile paving. This includes where a 
footway, cycle track or verge has been lowered to meet the 
carriageway; and where the carriageway has been raised to the 
level of the footway, cycle track or verge. Such parking causes 
inconvenience for people trying to cross the road and, in 
particular, those pushing prams or using wheelchairs and 
mobility vehicles.

 Double parking is defined as ‘parking 50cm or greater from the 
kerb’. Double parking may cause congestion and 
inconveniences other road users. KCC recommends CEOs 
issue a PCN whenever they observe this contravention.

 Parking adjacent to a dropped kerb outside residential 
properties. KCC recommends CEOs do not issue PCNs in 
these cases. Legislation explicitly allows vehicles to park in such 
circumstances by, or with the consent of the property 
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owner/occupier, unless it is a shared driveway. Moreover, the 
enforcement of private dropped kerbs may lead to a public 
expectation of a twenty-four hour enforcement regime and the 
subsequent removal of vehicles, neither of which can be 
achieved within current civil enforcement practices. Kent Police 
retains powers and protocols to respond should it be considered 
necessary.

3.3. KCC recommends an ‘advertising campaign’ take place before the 
enforcement powers are employed. Suggested media include warning 
notices on vehicles, press releases and advisory leaflets. The length of 
the recommended campaign period is two months. The campaign is 
considered necessary in the interests of transparency and fairness to 
the potentially affected road users (those who park illegally).

3.4. Enforcement of double parking and parking at dropped kerbs will assist 
those with visual or mobility impairment.

3.5. The penalty charge for ‘double parking’ and ‘parking at dropped kerbs’ 
contraventions is £70 discounted by fifty per cent if paid within fourteen 
days.

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

4.1. Not applicable.

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments*

Financial Implications Costs include the development of the 
campaign material and can be met from an 
existing budget for ‘Transport Promotions’.
The effect on the ‘fines and costs’ budget is 
anticipated to be negligible; the newly 
adopted enforcement powers simply ensures 
good traffic management.

Legal Implications No traffic regulation order is required because 
the Traffic Management Act 2004 provides 
the legislative powers enabling enforcement.

Staffing Implications The Council’s existing CEO resource will 
undertake enforcement as part of its normal 
patrols.

Administrative 
Implications

Initial set-up and the on-going processing of 
penalty charge notices will be met by existing 
staff resources.

Risk Assessment Drivers who receive a penalty charge notice 
as a result of choosing to park illegally may 
complain about enforcement practice. Such 
complaints will be dealt with as part of 
existing notice processing operations.
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6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

Appendix A - Double Parking and Parking at Dropped kerbs advice 
leaflets – this is KCC’s template and will be edited for 
the Council’s use.
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